
Message for U.S. Citizens – Important Information on 

Wood and Animal Products 

  

The U.S. Embassy in Lilongwe, Malawi, strongly encourages all U.S. citizens to exercise 
extreme caution when buying or travelling with any wood or animal products.  The Government 
of Malawi has recently increased its enforcement of laws and regulations related to the 
possession and export of wildlife and wood products.   Persons departing Malawi, including U.S. 
citizens, have been fined, detained, and received jail sentences for illegal possession of even the 
smallest quantity of wood and animal products.  U.S. citizens in Malawi are reminded that they 
are subject to all Malawian laws and that ignorance of these laws will not shield them from 
prosecution.  Curio and souvenir vendors are rarely aware of the relevant laws and regulations. It 
is your responsibility to ensure compliance with local laws and regulations. 
  
Below is a summary of the regulations, as we understand them, as well as Government of 
Malawi resources for further information.  Before attempting to depart Malawi with any wood or 
animal product, including those legally obtained, you should familiarize yourself with these 
regulations and be prepared to present evidence and/or proper export permits when questioned 
by Malawian authorities.  
  
ANIMAL PRODUCTS 
  
Under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, you may not possess or export without a permit any 
animal product taken from a National Park or protected area.  
  
Additionally, you may not possess or export without a permit any animal product from the below 
list of protected species, regardless of where it was obtained: 
  
Bushbuck, Warthog, Common Duiker, Buffalo, Spotted Hyena, Cheetah, Blue Monkey, Eland, 
Elephant, Rhinoceros, Hartebeest, Hippopotamus, Impala, Klipspringer, Kudu, Leopard, 
Livingstone’s Suni, Nyala, Oribi, Sable, Sharpe’s Grysbok, Waterbuck, Zebra, Cape Hunting 
Dog, Civet, Serval, Jackal, Lion, Puku, Red Duiker, Pangolin, Antbear, and Bush Baby. 
  
The Government of Malawi is in the process of updating the list of protected species and it is 
likely to be expanded.  You are strongly encouraged to consult with the appropriate Government 
of Malawi entities regarding the most up-to-date rules and regulations. 
  
WOOD PRODUCTS 
  
Under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, you may not possess or export without a permit any 
wood product taken from a protected area.  
  
You also may not possess or export without a permit any wood product from the below list of 
protected species: 
 



  

Botanical Name (Vernacular Name) 
Adina microcephala (Mwenya, chonga, Mgwenya, Mung’oma, Mwina, Mungwira) 
Afzelia quanzensis (Mkongomwa, Msokosa,Mangaliondo, Msambamfumu, Mkongwa, Chifuuda, 
Ipapa, Mpapa, Mpapandende) 
Borassus aethiopum (Mvumo, Mdikwa) 
Bridelia micrantha (Makoma, Mulala, Msopa, Chisopa, Mpasa, Mlewezi, Msongamino, 
Mwisya) 
Burkea Africana (Mkalakati, Kalinguti, Kawidzi, Kawidzu, Nakapanga) 
Colophospermum mopane (Tsanya, Sanya, Ntsano, Mopani, Mpani) 
Cordyla Africana (Mtondo) 
Hyphaena recrinata (Mgwalangwa, Mkomakoma, Makoma, Mulala) 
Khaya anthotheca (Mbawa, Muwawa, Bulamwiko) 
Pterocarpus angolesis (Mlombwa, Mtumati, Mbira, Nawazi) 
Tarminalia Sericea (Naphini, Mpini, Nalinsi, Mkondani Mpululu, Njoyi) 
Pericopsis angolensis (Muwanga, Mbanga) 
Dalbergia melanoxylon (Mphingo) 
  
The Government of Malawi is in the process of updating the list of protected species and it is 
likely to be expanded.  You are strongly encouraged to consult with the appropriate Government 
of Malawi entities regarding the most up-to-date rules and regulations. 
  

OBTAINING EXPORT PERMITS 
  
Obtaining an export permit for wood or animal products in Malawi can involve multiple agencies 
and departments. For wood products, we suggest inquiring first with Malawi’s Department of 
Forestry for the full list of requirements.  The point of contact is Forestry Officer Moses 
Njiwawo, who can be reached by phone at +265 881 544 074 and +265 998 951 997 or by email 
at mnjiwawo@yahoo.com. 
  
For those interested in possessing or exporting animal products, we suggest inquiring first with 
Malawi’s Department of National Parks and Wildlife for the full list of requirements.  The point 
of contact is Alex Chunga, who can be reached by phone at+265 999 921 032 and +265 881 083 
088 or by email at alexchunga@gmail.com. 
  
Please note that the U.S. Embassy cannot help facilitate this process, give legal advice, or 
intervene with the Government of Malawi on your behalf. You are responsible for ensuring you 
are fully complying with Malawian law.    
  
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE U.S. EMBASSY 
  
The U.S. Embassy in Lilongwe is located at on Kenyatta Drive, Area 40, Plot 24, Lilongwe 3, 
and is open Monday through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The telephone number is +265 1-733-166.  If you are a U.S. citizen in need of 
urgent assistance outside of business hours, the emergency after-hours number for the U.S. 
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Embassy is 01-773-166, ext. 3443 (if in Malawi) or 011-265-1-773-166, ext. 3442 (if in the 
U.S.).  Please state that you are a U.S. Citizen, your name, your passport number, and the type of 
emergency that you are facing.  The security personnel will then forward your call to the 
appropriate person to assist you. 
  
In the event that the land line is malfunctioning, please call the following mobile number 
0999-591-024 and 0888-734-826 (if in Malawi) or 011-265-999-591-024 and 
011-265-888-734-826 (if in the U.S.). 
 


